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The policy of the UCF Athletics Department with regards to a student-athlete who has sustained a catastrophic injury shall be-

Home Practice / Game-

1. The UCF Sports Medicine’s emergency plan with regards to a home practice / game will be followed.

2. A UCF athletic trainer, a member of the coaching staff, and/or other personnel will accompany the injured student-athlete to the medical facility with the injured student-athlete’s emergency medical / insurance information.

· Once the game / practice is completed, the UCF certified athletic trainer will immediately proceed to the medical facility.
3. Once at the medical facility, the designated individual will call back to the Wayne Densch Athletic Training Room (407-823-2030 / 407-823-2103 / 407-823-4955) and/or the contact the UCF certified athletic trainer directly on his/her cellular phone with any medical updates.
4. The UCF certified athletic trainer will immediately call the team physician and the Head Athletic Trainer or his/her designee (if applicable) to notify him/her of the emergency situation.

5. The Head Athletic Trainer or his/her designee will immediately notify the Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee of the situation (if applicable), and will keep the Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee updated at regular intervals.

· The Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee will contact other Athletics department and University administrative personnel as he/she deems necessary.

6. The team physician, the Head Athletic Trainer or his/her designee, and the Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee will immediately proceed to the medical facility (if applicable).

7. Once the student-athlete has been stabilized at the medical facility, the Head Athletic Trainer or his/her designee, in consultation with the Team Physician, the UCF certified athletic trainer, and the Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee, will make every effort possible to notify the injured student-athlete’s family / next of kin of the emergency situation.

· The Head Athletic Trainer or his/her designee will continue to communicate with the injured student-athlete’s family / next of kin and will provide medical updates as available.

8. Once the student-athlete’s family / next of kin has been notified of the emergency situation and gives its consent, the Team Physician and Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee, in consultation with a member of the UCF Media Relations Department, the Head Athletic Trainer and/or the UCF certified athletic trainer, will make a statement concerning the injured student-athlete to be released to the press / media.

· The Media Relations Department IS NOT authorized to release information concerning the situation to any member of the press / media until the student-athlete’s family / next of kin has been notified, has given their consent, and the Team Physician and Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee have approved and authorized the statement.

· The Team Physician and the Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee, in consultation with medical personnel at the medical facility, the student-athlete’s family / next of kin, and the UCF Media Relations Department will be the official spokespersons regarding the injured student-athlete and the emergency situation.

· At no time is anyone besides the aforementioned personnel authorized to speak to anyone concerning the injured student-athlete and the emergency situation.

9. The UCF certified athletic trainer and/or Head Athletic Trainer and/or his/her designee will be responsible for arranging a private meeting space for all team personnel at the medical facility.

· It is the responsibility of the UCF Media Relations Department to see to it that all press / media are kept a safe distance from the private meeting space and do not “harass” team personnel in or around the medical facility.

10. The UCF certified athletic trainer and the coaching staff will be responsible for assembling the team as soon as possible for a briefing on the emergency situation.

11. Once assembled, the team will be addressed by the Team Physician, the head coach, and/or the Director of Athletics or his/her designee regarding the injured student-athlete and the emergency situation, and will be advised to not speak with the press / media regarding the injured student-athlete and/or the emergency situation.

12. The UCF certified athletic trainer will also be responsible for contacting the UCF Counseling Center and authorities at the medical facility for the purpose of arranging psychiatrists, psychologists, chaplains, grief counselors, etc. for the use of all team and athletics department personnel.

Away Practice / Game-

1. The UCF Sports Medicine’s emergency plan with regards to an away practice / game will be followed.

2. A member of the UCF athletic training staff, a member of the coaching staff, and/or other personnel will accompany the injured student-athlete to the medical facility with the injured student-athlete’s emergency medical / insurance information. 

· Once the game / practice is completed, the remaining member(s) of the UCF athletic training staff will immediately proceed to the medical facility.

3. Once at the medical facility, the designated individual will immediately call back to the Wayne Densch Athletic Training Room (407-823-2030 / 407-823-2103 / 407-823-4955) to notify a UCF certified athletic trainer of the emergency situation.

4. The individual at the Wayne Densch Sports Center Athletic Training Room will immediately call the Head Athletic Trainer or his/her designee (if applicable) to notify him/her of the emergency situation.

5. The Head Athletic Trainer or his/her designee will immediately notify the Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee of the situation.

· The Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee will contact other athletics department and University administrative personnel as he/she deems necessary.

6. The Head Athletic Trainer or his/her designee and the Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee may make an effort to get to the medical facility, if applicable.

7. Once the student-athlete has been stabilized at the medical facility, the UCF athletic trainer at the medical facility and/or member of the UCF athletic department, in consultation with medical personnel at the facility, will make every effort possible to notify the injured student-athlete’s family / next of kin of the emergency situation.

· The UCF athletic trainer at the medical facility and/or a member of the coaching staff will continue to communicate with the injured student-athlete’s family / next of kin and will provide medical updates as available.

8. Once the student-athlete’s family / next of kin has been notified of the emergency situation and gives its consent, medical personnel at the facility, in consultation with the UCF certified athletic trainer, a member of the coaching staff, and a member of the UCF Media Relations Department, if applicable, will make a statement concerning the injured student-athlete to be released to the press / media.

· The Media Relations Department and/or team personnel ARE not authorized to release information concerning the situation to any member of the press / media until the student-athlete’s family / next of kin has been notified, has given their consent, and the appropriate medical and designated athletics department personnel have approved and authorized the statement.

· The physician in charge of the injured student-athlete’s care and treatment and the Director of Athletics and/or his/her designee (head coach in the absence of athletics department administrative personnel), in consultation with the student- athlete’s family / next of kin, the UCF Media Relations Department, and athletics department administrative personnel at UCF, will be the official spokespersons regarding the injured student-athlete and the emergency situation.

· At no time is anyone besides the aforementioned personnel authorized to speak to anyone concerning the injured student-athlete and the emergency situation.
9. The UCF athletic trainer and/or member of the UCF athletics department will be responsible for arranging a private meeting space for all team personnel at the medical facility.

· It is the responsibility of the UCF Media Relations Department and/or other athletics department personnel at the medical facility (i.e.  administrators, coaching staff, etc.) to see to it that all press / media are kept a safe distance from the private meeting space and do not “harass” team personnel in or around the medical facility.

10. The UCF certified athletic trainer and coaching staff will be responsible for assembling the team as soon as possible for a briefing on the emergency situation.

11. Once assembled, the team will be addressed by medical personnel, the head coach, the UCF certified athletic trainer (if applicable), and/or Athletics department administrative personnel regarding the injured student-athlete and the emergency situation, and will be advised to not speak with the press / media regarding the injured student-athlete and/or the emergency situation.

12. The UCF certified athletic trainer will also be responsible for contacting authorities at the medical facility for the purpose of arranging psychiatrists, psychologists, chaplains, grief counselors, etc. for the use of all team and athletics department personnel.

13. A member of the coaching staff, in consultation with Athletics department administrative personnel, will be responsible for arranging appropriate meals, lodging, and return transportation for the entire traveling party within NCAA, Mid-American Conference, Atlantic Sun Conference, and UCF rules and regulations.
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